Of THE | 
"OWNER Sof SHIPS 
Employed in the COAL TRADE. 


HE Complaints that have been made with reſpect to the 
Price of Coals are Unreaſonable, and were raiſed without 
any juſt Grounds by the Clamours of ſome People, who 
have more regard to their own private Intereſ} than the publick Good ; 
the Perſons concerned in the Navigation, deſire nothing more than 
fo get a bare Subſiſtence by their Trade, as will -manifeſtly appear b 
the following Computation of the Coft and Charges of a London chal, 
dron of Coals, the Truth of which is inconteſtable, becauſe all the 
Dnties are certain and invariable, the Statute Meaſure, and prime Coſt 
fixed, the Keel Dues [conſtantly the ſame, and the Charge of unload- 
ing the Ship moſt commonly more than. is herein ſet down, all 
which ſecures the Publick from being impoſed upon by this 4ccounr. 


Eight Chaldron of Coals, Statute Meaſure, art Newcaſtle, make 
Fourteen at London, and a Newcaſtle Chaldton coſts twelve Shillings; 
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The Prime Coſt thetefore of a_ London Chaldron is 
Keel Dues and Trimming of one London Chaldron 


Coaſt Duty 1 2 d. per Newcaſthe Chaldron and Ticket 
Lights Bouys Peer-dues, Gc. — 


Town Houſe and Ticker 

Lord Mayor of London 

Cocket Fees, Commiſhon, Bond, and Entry 

Eings Duty and Churches 

Orphan's Duty : 
Labourers to unload the Ship, drinkitig Moniey, et. 
One in the Score given away, called Ingtain 
Portage 
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The Price that a Chaldron of Cdals is now fold 
for in the Pool . 


bles, Maſts, Yards, Sails, Rigging; 'and other Incidents, ſurance of 
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Ships or Veſſels in the World to bring them at.ſo low a Rate without 
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It is therefore humbly hoped, that the Coal-Bzll contrived to Diſtreſs 
the Perſons concerned in the Navigation, will not be paſſed into a 
Law, Becaule, Ws Oe 


2. It is apprehended, that rhe Clauſe to | nor the keeping of | 
Turn in ſelling or delivering. of Coals, may admit of ſuch a Conftruc- | 
tion, as will make it impra#icable to unload any Ships, without dan-_ 
ger of: incurring the Penalty in the ſaid Clauſe, for the preciſe and | 
determinate Meaning of thoſe Words, keeping of Turn, is not fixed or = 
explained by this AF, or any Other, which muſt needs render the Sig- 

nification of ther uncertam and doubtful, and as it is not poſſible for 
a Fleet of Coal Ships to {ell or deliver their Coals, all at one and the | 
ſame Time, tis certain they muſt continue to diſpoſe of and unload 
their Ships one after another, as they have always done, in ſome ſort ; 
of Turn; but the Reftriftion in the {aid Clauſe being ſo ambiguous, and 

unintelligible, ir muſt conſequently putanincire fop to the Trade, by re- 

tarding the Maſters from delivering their Ships, till they be ſatisfied 

that they may unload ſafely, without being ſubjef# and [able to the Pe- S 
nalties and Forfeitures of this Act ; and by ſuch a Delay, the Price of 
Coa!s muſt inevitably be inhanced, the Seaſon of the Year being al- 
ready far ſpent, and the Importation much foorter than uſual, by rea- 
ſon of the contrary Winds, which have detained the Ships longer at | 
Newcaſtle, and in their Paſſage rhither, than has been known for 
many Years. | 
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3- The Method rhat has been praftiſed by the FaCtors, in diſpoſing 
of ſuch Coals as were conſigned ro them by the Owners of Ships, is 
the moſt Juſt and Reaſonable that could be thought of, and intircly 
conformable to a Statute made the 9th of Queen ANNE, and confirm - 
ed by the late 46 for the better Regulation of the Coal Trade, which 
enjoins them not to give a Preference in the Diſpatch, Delivery, or 
Diſpoſal of the Coals from on Board of any Ship, or Ships, or Veſſels, 
before other Ship, or Ships, or Veſſels, which muſt, as they apprehend, 
be conſtrued to intend that the Ships which arrive firſt, ſhould be firſ# 
diſpoſed of, and when this Method was ſtrictly obſerved, Experience 
ſhews, that more Coals were Imported, and more Ships diſpatched 
Monthly, than ar any other Time when ſuch Rules were wot practiſed, 
as appears by the Books and Entries at the Cuſtom-houſz, 


4; The Clauſe that Enafs, that the Maſters of Ships ſhall deliver, 


. OT cauſe to be delivered, their Cockets, to the proper Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, within the ſpace of four Days after the Arrival of their 


Ships, as high as Graveſend, is contrary to a Law, by which they are 
ow obliged to enter their Ships at the Cuſtom-houſe in zen Days after 
ſuch Arrival at Graveſend, and not ſooner; which Time, no doubt, was 
given on good Conſideration, becauſe ir frequently happens, that in 
Foggy or Stormy Weather, they cannot get their heavy-loaden Ships 
into the Pool in a ſorter Time, 


N B. If the Conſumers of Coals in and about the City of london, 
ſhould be Jealous, that the Perſons concerned in the Navigation 
have any |ntention to impoſe upon them, by inhancing the Price of 
Coals; they are willing, at all times, to ſubmit their Accounts to 
the Examination of any Honourable and Judicious Perſon, or Body 
of Men, and defire nothing more than common Inſurance of their Prin- 
cipal for their whole Riſque, Projit and Advantage. 
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